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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1895 Excerpt: . . . Our Conception of Species as Modified by the Doctrine of Evolution. By N. L.
Br1tton. One of the most familiar axioms laid down in modern writings is to the eAect that the word species is
most diAicult to define. This diAicult-is, indeed, cumulative, as the number of diAerent living organisms known
increases, each new species brought to light showing some peculiarity of structure or form in which it diAers
from all others, but also indicating by some other characters its genetic relationship to its kin. Thus, as our
knowledge of living things increases, our notions of their relationships undergo modification, in groups of lower
rank as well as in those of higher. It is clear that the naturalists of the early part of the century had far less
diAiculty with the species question than we of to-day, and the disrepute which it has been sought by. some
narrow-minded writers to shroud the whole sciences of Systematic Botany and Zoology has been largely
initiated by the inherent diAiculty of the subject. Indeed, at the present day it is only the very broadest kind of
training coupled with acute faculties for observation and intimate acquaintance with an enormous number of
diAerent organisms that equip a student as a really successful systematise What wonder is it then that so few
attempt these lines of research The diAicult surrounding the delimitation of species has for its origin, according
to modern scientific thought, the past condition of organisms as...
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