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LINCOM, 2012. Softcover. Book Condition: Neu. Ohne
Schutzumschlag. 1. Auflage. The languages of Kurdistan are
principally dialects of a main tongue termed by the Kurds
Kurm&#257;nj&#299;, originally Kurdmah&#299;, where the
syllable mah has been thought to to mean Mede, a fact that
supports the theory that the Kurds are the descendants of the
Medes. Kurm&#257;nj&#299; and its most important branches,
Southern Hakk&#257;r&#299; and Mukr&#299;,
B&#257;b&#257;n and Sulaim&#257;nia in the South and
Northern Hakk&#257;r&#299;, Erzer&#363;m and B&#257;yazid
dialects in the North, are spoken by four or five million
speakers. It was not so long ago that Kurdish was described by
travellers as a harsh jargon, a very corrupt dialect of Persian,
unintelligible to any but the folk who spoke it naturally; or
again by others as an artificial language composed of Persian,
Armenian and Turkish words. It is neither of these. A little
research proves it to be as worthy of the name of a separate
and developed language as Turkish or Persian themselves. The
early Medes and Persians spoke two closely related languages (
Medic or Avestic and Old Persian), but the two tongues have
grown further apart than it was originally the case. While
Persian has adopted almost as...
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