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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Until the late nineteenth century, African Americans in the United States,
particularly in the American South, were regarded both politically and socially as second-class citizens. Though
the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the Constitution had been ratified, they were not being implemented
with the full force of the law. Moreover, the courts and the federal government had nullified much of the
Reconstruction-era Civil Rights Acts. In 1939, the Justice Department established a Civil Rights Section within its
Criminal Division for criminal prosecutions of peonage and involuntary servitude cases, as well as for
prosecutions under the remaining Civil Rights Acts. The Section was given limited authority and a small staff.
Fighting a World War against Nazism, however, made it increasingly difficult for the United States to defend
racial discrimination within its own borders, especially while African-American troops were committed to the
struggle for anti-discrimination abroad. The return of Black veterans to the home front provided local
leadership and a political framework for civil rights protest that the federal government could no longer
ignore. President Truman established a Committee on Civil Rights in 1946. Its 1947 report, To Secure These
Rights, recommended comprehensive civil rights legislation as well as the creation of a Civil Rights Division
within the Justice Department. Although President Eisenhower did not embrace civil rights as a political priority
within the Administration, Attorney General Herbert Brownell advocated additional governmental efforts.
Brownell collaborated with civil rights organizations, including the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights, to
propose a civil rights bill that would require both civil remedies and criminal penalties for civil rights violations.
On September 9, 1957, President Dwight Eisenhower signed the Civil Rights Act of 1957,...
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