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edition. Excerpt: .as such. We shall, therefore, now turn our
attention, to the condition of the separate states of the German
Empire. Ballads XX. and XX1. contain two episodes of the
history of the Empire during this period of misrule. Count
Eberhard II. of Wurtemberg reigned from 1344 to 1392
conjointly with his brother Ulrich IV. who died in that year
without leaving an heir. Eberhard was surnamed ber (r)reiner,
i.e. the quarreller. His lot was cast in a most disturbed period.
The Swabian cities, encouraged by the example of the Swiss,
attempted to shake off the yoke of their prince, and the lower
nobility were likewise astir to free themselves of their duty and
allegiance. The Emperors of this period, Charles IV.,
Wenceslaus, and Ruprecht, possessed little or no authority, and
Eberhard was obliged to stand by himself against all his
enemies. Uhland has related...
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