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Summary: "This fine-tuned monarchical resilience, Davidson argues, cannot be sustained for much longer.
Immense internal pressures are building up and the pressure-cooker is about to explode. Davidson marshals an
impressive array of evidence."-- Independent "An important account. . . This is an unsentimental story of hard-
nosed political calculation, conspicuous consumption (the UAE is the world's biggest consumer of scotch),
opaque budgets and sovereign wealth funds that hoover up assets such as Harrods and the Emirates
Stadium."-- Guardian "In AHer the Sheikhs Christopher Davidson argues that the Gulf regimes will be gone at
least in their current form within the next two to five years. Although the demise of the Gulf regimes has long
been announced, Davidson s audacious prediction should not be lightly dismissed. The dynamics he analyses
and the facts he has gathered, based on long-term observation of the region, provide tantalising clues that
profound change may indeed be at close hand." --Dirk Vandewalle, Associate Professor of Government,
Dartmouth College "Britain and the US are uncritical friends of the hereditary Gulf rulers; but what if they are
likely to collapse, as Christopher Davidson convincingly predicts? It would be folly to ignore the writing on the
wall for these insatiably greedy elites; Davidso' s warning should be on the desk of every Foreign OLice
Minister." --Lord Avebury, Vice-Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Human Rights Group 'AHer the Sheikhs is a
book of tremendous value. It applies a rigorously constructed theoretical framework to a rich array of
empirical data in order to assess the long-term survivability of some of the world s last authoritarian holdouts.
For anyone interested in understanding the post-2011 Middle East, this is essential reading'. --Mehran Kamrava,
Director of the Center for International...
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